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All Children Need Essential, Innovative Health Care
Vote Yes on Proposition 3 - the Children’s Hospital Bond
Bryan was first diagnosed with acute lymphocytic leukemia when he was just four years old.  After three years of successful treatment at Children’s Hospital, he recently celebrated an important milestone; his last chemotherapy treatment. During the last three years, Bryan’s team of caring and devoted oncologists and nurses acted as much like extended family as health care providers.  But special attention is the hallmark of Children's Hospitals. Today, seven-year-old Bryan can turn his attention to playing with his puppy Scooby, and collecting coins. Thanks to Children’s Hospital, Bryan’s dream of becoming a zookeeper when he grows up is within reach. 

Throughout California, Bryan and thousands of other children are given the chance to lead normal, healthy lives because of innovations and treatment only available at Children’s Hospitals. These hospitals treat the most serious and deadly diseases and conditions, including cancer, heart defects, diabetes, sickle cell anemia and cystic fibrosis. The eight regional Children’s Hospitals and the five affiliated with the University of California provide the best care on earth to some of the most severely ill and injured children in our communities. Often, these children, like Bryan require expensive and complicated surgery, but are treated at Children’s Hospitals regardless of their ability to pay. 
However, California’s Children’s Hospitals face daunting challenges. More than one million times each year, children are treated at Children’s Hospitals and many of them are transferred from other hospitals that don’t have the resources to treat them. The number of children needing care is growing, but the space and equipment to treat them are not.  The Children’s Hospitals are operating at or near capacity and without additional capital investment in medical equipment and facilities, they cannot meet the needs of our expanding pediatric population, which the Department of Finance projects to grow by 35% over the next two decades. 
Advances in technology and research are bringing hope to many children and their families where there was no hope before. Medical technology improvements occur rapidly, especially with regard to the most serious childhood illnesses and injuries, and Children’s Hospitals must have access to the latest advances in order to effectively treat these children.  Proposition 3 – the Children’s Hospital Bond will help Children’s Hospitals meet the resource challenges of continuing to care for the growing number of children with specialized healthcare needs throughout California.  
Why does Proposition 3 make sense? Building and expanding the facilities and buying new technologies require significant capital resources, and bonds typically pay for large capital investments.  In addition, the Children’s Hospital Bond would require the State to devote a mere 1/10th of 1% of the current State budget to expand and improve the Children’s Hospitals. Proposition 3 is not a tax.  It lets voters prioritize state spending in support of these essential children’s services.
Community leaders, citizens and elected officials often express their admiration for Children’s Hospitals and their respect for the life-saving work of our physicians, nurses and staff. They know these hospitals play a crucial role in safeguarding the health of our state’s children. They join with individuals and organizations throughout California to support Proposition 3.  For example, Author and Actor Jamie Lee Curtis, former Governor Pete and Gayle Wilson, State Treasurer Bill Lockyer, the American Academy of Pediatrics, California and the Children’s Defense Fund, the California PTA and the League of Women Voters.  Please join our broad, bi-partisan coalition for children. Please vote “Yes” on Proposition 3.

Diana Dooley is President & CEO of the California Children’s Hospital Association.  For a complete listing of endorsements and more information on Proposition 3 – the Children’s Hospital Bond, visit www.ImagineWithUs.org or contact Charity Bracy at cbracy@ccha.org.
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